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south of the mountains. For the Si-Kiang valley the port is Canton. The Chinese will not allow the foreigner to buy and sell wherever he pleases. He can only trade in those places agreed to by treaty; such ports are called Treaty Ports. Canton was the first of these ports to be opened to the foreigner. It is really three towns: (i) The native town on land, surrounded by a high wall for purposes of defence. The streets are narrow and covered in with matting, so that they are stuffy and smelly, but, on the other hand, they are warm in winter. There are no cabs, but persons are carried about in sedan chairs.
(ii) The second part of the native city is on the water. About a quarter of a million people live in boats, because the river provides a fine highway for trade and an abundance of food in the form of fish, and, further, the use of the river in this way sets free more land for farms. Thousands of people are born in the boats, brought up in boats, and never set foot on land during the whole of their lives. They rear chickens and even pigs in cages hung over the sides of the boats. There are floating houses, floating markets, floating theatres, floating jails, and floating policemen.
(iii) The third city at Canton belongs to the foreigner. He could not live in the narrow, crowded, dirty, stuffy streets, so he has a little town of his own with broad clean streets and